AFTER THE TREATY

to lay the stone, Lord Ampthill read the document that wa
to be deposited beneath it.1 It was then placed in a glass vessel
containing also the Times of Thursday, 22 May, the Kreuz
Zeitung of 24 May, a golden English sovereign and a German
20 M. piece. The stone laid, the Times tells us of "a gracious
speech, expressing his pleasure at helping to inaugurate a
permanent English church in Berlin, and his sincere wishes
for its successful completion," delivered by the Crown Prince,
and of the impression it made, for, "but for the fact that the
prompt striking up of another hymn: O Lord of Hosts, Whose
Glory Fills, reminded the assembly that their meeting was one of
the nature of religious solemnity, this speech . . . would most cer-
tainly have been followed by a salvo of ringing cheers, embodying
as it did, the sentiments towards the country and the countrymen
of his consort which have always animated His Royal Highness/'
So was laid the foundation stone of the Church of St. George.

It would probably have been advisable for Lord Ampthill
to have taken his leave earlier this year, but in the middle of
August we find him still in Berlin, applying to Lord Granville
for leave of absence, "partly for health reasons and partly
because of private affairs." On Tuesday, 19 August, having
spent a busy day in the heat of the Embassy, he went to his
Potsdam villa, where he had spent so many quiet and studious
evenings, enjoying its magnificent view of Potsdam and the
lakes and forests around. This evening he felt too unwell
to do anything, but he struggled to transact business on the
following day, and even when he had to ask Mr. Scott to act for
him on Thursday, said that he hoped to be able to come on
Saturday to sign despatches. When Saturday came it was clear
that he was a very sick man indeed. He suffered great pain and
was very weak, but tried to give Mr. Scott instructions through
Lady Ampthill.

Hopes were raised on Sunday that he was getting a little

l"The first stone of the memorial church of St. George was duly and solemnly
laid on May 24, 1884, by her Imperial and Royal Highness the German Crown
Princess, Princess Royal of Great Britain and Ireland. This Church of St.
George is dedicated for ever for the benefit of the members of the Anglican
communion in Berlin, to the performance of divine service and the administra-
tion of the sacraments and rites of the Church according to the use of the Church
of England, having been built by contribution from those in Great Britain and
Ireland, as well as from those in Germany, who desire by the erection of this
Church to express their loyal and sincere congratulations to her Imperial and
Royal Highness on the occasion of her silver wedding in 1883."